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If you have any questions, you can call Radiology
at 715-717-6985 or you may call your doctor’s office.

MRI
Magnetic Resonance Imaging
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MRI Scan (Magnetic Resonance Imaging) 
is a painless test that uses powerful magnets and radio waves to 
see inside your body. It is different from regular x-rays because it 
does not use radiation. MRI can give your doctor pictures (images) 
of body organs like your heart or liver. It can also look at the brain, 
spine, joints and blood vessels.  

MRI uses a very powerful magnet, which can cause heart pacemakers 
and other implants to not work as well. It can also cause a piece of 
metal inside your body to move or shift. Because of this, patients 
with heart pacemakers or brain aneurysm clips should talk to their 
doctor before having MRI scans. Other metal objects in your body 
(such as artificial heart values or an artificial joint) are usually safe 
for MRI scans, but the person doing the scan should be informed 
before you enter the scan room.

Before the Test
For most MRI scans you do not need to do anything to get ready. 
You may be asked to wear a hospital gown or scrubs during the 
scan. You will also be asked to remove your watch, glasses, jewelry, 
hairpins, dentures, hearing aids, and anything else that could be  
attracted by the magnet.

You must tell the MRI staff before entering the scan room, if you 
have a pacemaker, surgical clips, artificial joints, metal implants, any 
other metal objects in your body because this may keep you from 
having a MRI scan.

While most MRI scans are painless, tell your doctor if you are afraid 
of close spaces (have claustrophobia). While most MRI scans are 
painless, tell your doctor if you are afraid of close spaces (have 
claustrophobia). If you do have claustrophobia, you may be given a 
sedative, medicine to help you feel sleepy and less worried. Please 
let us know before your scan if you need a sedative so a nurse can 
be there to give you the medicine. If planning to take a sedative, 
do not eat or drink anything for 4 hours before your scan time and 
have someone there to drive you home when your scan is done.

During the Test
When you arrive, your test will be explained to you. You can ask any  
questions you have about the test, its risks, or how it will be done. 
Once your questions have been answered, the person doing the scan 
(technologist) will take you into the MRI room. You will lie down on a 
table that slides into a large, tunnel shaped machine (scanner). The 
technologist will run the scanner and watch you from another room. 
Although you will be alone in the room during the scan, we will be 
able to see, hear and speak with you at all times. It is very important 
to lie still during the test. The inside of the scanner is lighted. The 
room will be cool as it is needed for the scanner to work, but we can 
cover you with warm blankets. The scanner can make loud thumping 
and humming noises. We give you ear plugs or headphones to wear 
during the scan to reduce the noise. The scan usually lasts 30 – 60 
minutes, but may take longer. Most people find the scan to be pain 
free. Some MRI scans need to use a special dye (contrast), so the 
doctor can see certain areas more clearly. The dye is usually given 
before the scan through a vein (IV) in your hand or arm. The  
technologist will let you know before the scan if this is needed. 

After the Procedure
Unless you receive special instructions, you will be able  
to eat and drink immediately following your exam.  
Results of your exam will be available from your  
physician in 2-3 days.
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