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Miracles happen because of you

GIVINGHope

The procedure took less than two hours on a 
Monday and by Tuesday night, Don was back 
home playing cards with his kids again. 

“I just can’t say enough about what these doctors 
did, and this hospital … This is the third time 
they’ve saved my life,” Don shared. “I couldn’t be 
more grateful.”

You are a part of Don’s story too. Your generous 
support invests in state-of-the-art medical 
procedures like TAVRs. This allows our hospital to 
maintain both the highest standards of care and 
the Franciscan mission of revealing Christ’s healing 
love to all.

Your support means we never have to choose 
between innovation and compassion. 

Your Giving in Action
One couple’s story to recovery

Don and Ruth Meihak have a lot to be thankful 
for as they celebrate 68 years of marriage. 
Unfortunately, last year they met a challenge that 
neither saw coming.

“For better or for worse,” Don said. “And last 
year, they really got a taste of the worse.” That’s 
because, then 87-year-old Don’s health declined 
dramatically and Ruth spent most of her time 
caring for him.

At first, he thought he was just getting older. Don 
was often too tired to stay up and play cards with 
his family like he used to. Then other activities 
became more difficult. Ruth recalled, “He came in 
from what was supposed to be his walk and he 
said, ‘It’s so hot, I just can’t take it.’”

But it wasn’t age and it wasn’t the heat. Don 
wasn’t getting enough blood to his heart.

Dr. Kluge at HSHS Sacred Heart Hospital 
discovered that Don’s aortic valve, one of four 
main vessels to his heart, needed to be repaired. 
In the past, this would have meant opening Don’s 
chest and lifting his heart out to repair the valve. 
Fortunately, there was an alternative. 

Don received a Transcatheter Aortic Valve 
Replacement (TAVR) in October 2019. Instead 
of a large incision, the surgical team inserted a 
catheter through a tiny cut in his thigh and into 
his aortic artery. They ran it up to his heart and 
made the repair. 



Less Pain and Reduced Risk for Stroke  
New technology for heart care services

Patients come to the HSHS Sacred Heart 
Hospital when they need a lifeline. Thankfully, 
you are helping these patients live their 
best lives. Because of your support, Prevea 
Health and HSHS are pioneering the use of 
breakthrough technology called TransCarotid 
Artery Revascularization (TCAR). This new 
procedure treats patients with carotid artery 
disease who are at risk for open surgery to 
repair the carotid artery. While any repair of 
the carotid artery carries some risk of causing 
a stroke, TCAR was designed to help minimize 
the risk by keeping potential stroke causing 
fragments away from the brain. Recovery time 
is significantly reduced, and patients almost 
always go home the next day. 

You make it possible for patients to return to 
their full and productive lives with less pain, 
smaller scars and a reduced risk for future 
strokes. Thank you!

YES! I want to help provide compassionate, comprehensive care to my neighbors, friends, and loved ones!
q Here is my gift of $ ____________________

To be used for: (Please select one)     q Where most needed      q Other____________________________________

Name _______________________________________________________

Address______________________________________________________

City_________________________ State_______ Zip _________________

Phone_____________________ Email _____________________________    

q I wish to remain anonymous. 

You can also make a gift safely and securely online at giving.hshs.org/shec/donate
Please make your check payable to the “HSHS Sacred Heart Foundation” 
and enclose it in the envelope provided. Your gift is tax-deductible to the full extent 
allowed by law. Thank you!

q My CHECK is enclosed.
q Please charge my CREDIT CARD
q Visa  q MasterCard
q Discover  q AmEx

Card #___________________________

Exp _________3 Digit Code _________

Signature ________________________

Because of You!

%

You Were Here for Us
Your support in 2020

Day in and day out, your gifts are hard at work. An 
elderly woman seeking rehabilitation after a fall, a 
mechanic needing radiation treatment, or a little boy 
on his way to the emergency room – your support 
saved them all. This is the care we provide, whether 
we’re going through a pandemic or not. Gifts like 
yours to the HSHS Sacred Heart Foundation directly 
and indirectly touch every patient we serve each 
year, which in 2020 consisted of:
                           

     31,550           13,095  
Total Patients  Emergency Visits 

2020 Tax Acknowledgment Receipts
If you would like a summary of your 2020 giving, please 
email us at ewfriends@hshs.org or phone 715-717-4925.

This brought a little joy to our 
hearts. Special thanks to the second 

grade students at Sam Davey 
Elementary School in Eau Claire.
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