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“Troop of Angels” Cast a Healing Shadow
Bob’s story
In August 2019, Bob and his wife were spending time at their cottage on
Underwood Lake in Oconto County. Bob was doing some yardwork when
he started experiencing stomach pains. The pains progressed so severely,
Bob began to think he was dying.
“In fact, I knew I was dying,” recalls Bob. “And when I said that out loud, it
was my voice; but, I also think it was God’s voice, and that God was saying
‘Get yourself to the hospital, NOW.’”
Bob’s wife rushed him to HSHS St. Clare Memorial Hospital where tests
confirmed Bob was suffering from an internal hernia with a twisted intestine.
Surgery was needed immediately.

“When I woke from surgery,
I knew there would be
angels. But I wasn’t sure
what kind of angels I’d be
dealing with. But then, I
realized the angels were
right here in Oconto Falls.”
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“Because of the internal hernia, the bowel was cut off from blood flow to
the point of being black,” recalls Dr. Richard McNutt, General Surgeon,
HSHS St. Clare Regional Surgery Center. “Immediate surgery in a case like
this is critical to survival.”
Surgery was performed and Bob’s intestines were carefully untwisted and
blood flow restored.
“When I woke from surgery, I knew there would be angels. But I wasn’t sure
what kind of angels I’d be dealing with,” said Bob. “But then, I realized the
angels were right here in Oconto Falls.”
Following surgery, Bob began a 12-day stay at HSHS St. Clare Memorial
Hospital to aid in his recovery.
“It was during this time that I got to know all of the unbelievable staff
throughout the entire hospital,” recalls Bob. “I’m talking about everyone from
the doctors and nurses, to those who stopped by to clean my room each
day.”
These are the caregivers Bob affectionately began calling his “Troop of Angels.”
“It was an unbelievable experience from the start. But, what stood out to
me most was the togetherness and mutual respect of the staff,” said Bob.
“You watch that for 12 days and then, you realize your life has been saved.
It’s a special thing.”
Upon discharge from the hospital, Bob, 72, knew recovery would take time.
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However, he was anxious to get back to his walking
routine. Walking helps Bob manage another serious medical
condition, his Parkinson’s disease.

When Bob’s life turned a page to the

“Before leaving the hospital, I kept asking everyone if I would be
able to get back to my walking,” said Bob. “They all said, ‘Absolutely.’
Eventually, I began to walk again – a little bit each day. Today, I still
get tired and feel some effects, but overall, I’m doing well.”

we are here to serve you. Since 1921,

Thanks to HSHS St. Clare Memorial Hospital and his “Troop of
Angels,” Bob is back to doing what he loves – spending time with
his seven grandchildren.

doors. But we can’t do that without

“Now, I’m thankful for every minute,” said Bob.

to our hospital.

unexpected, HSHS St. Clare Memorial
Hospital was here to serve – just as
our health care system has stayed
true to our founding mission to care
for everyone who comes through our
kind people like you, who support
our lifesaving work by making gifts

12 Months: 12 Gifts of
Healing and Hope

Foundation Debuts New
User-friendly Tool

Become a monthly donor today

Create your own fundraiser

Providing renewed health and hope to patients at
HSHS St. Clare Memorial Hospital is now easier than
ever. By becoming a monthly donor, you can continually
comfort and heal the patients in our care.

HSHS St. Clare Foundation has the tools you need
to create your own personalized fundraising page to
raise funds for hospital programs like Nurse’s Nook or
greatest need. The platform, called “JustGiving,” allows
you to invite your friends and family to give online.

As a monthly donor, you can:
• Make automatic monthly donations paid from
your credit card
• Designate your gift to a specific need like cancer
care or to the area of greatest need
• Recieve an annual acknowledgement letter
for tax purposes
• Elect to change or suspend your donation
at any time
Beginning is easy!
1. Visit our secure, online donation form at
https://giving.hshs.org/sco/donate
2. Select a monthly gift amount or add your own
3. Check “Make this a monthly gift”
4. Provide your contact info, payment method,
and any optional details
5. Click “Donate Now”
If you have any questions or would like to learn
more, please contact us at 920-433-8620 or
koren.petersen@hshs.org.
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Whether you want to dedicate your birthday, celebrate
a milestone, honor a loved one, create a team challenge,
host an event, or create a fundraiser “just because,”
you can pay it forward and support a cause close to
your heart.
Visit https://justgiving.com/campaign/sco and
click “Start Fundraising.”
This is an easy and effective way to make a difference
in the lives of our patients and their families. Donations
are directed straight to HSHS St. Clare
Foundation. Additionally,
there are no minimum
fundraising requirements
or hidden fees.

Spotlighting HSHS St. Clare’s Almost Home
Swing Bed Program
Healing place for patients seeking rehabilitation
Did you know our Almost Home Swing Bed Program
allows patients to receive skilled care services as they
transition from hospital to home? The Almost Home
Program which sees nearly 100 patients annually,
underwent a remodel this past year. The transformation
was made possible with the support of funds donated
by people like you.
Swing bed is a term Medicare uses to describe a
hospital room that can switch from acute care to
skilled care. While the room itself doesn’t change,
the level of care that the patient receives, does.
The program is designed for patients who need a little
extra time to rebuild strength following an illness or
surgery. Instead of being transferred to a nursing
home or rehabilitation facility, HSHS St. Clare Memorial
Hospital can “swing” you to the Almost Home Program.
Even if your stay was at another hospital, you can
transfer to this program following discharge.

Our experienced and dedicated therapy staff—
including physical therapists, occupational therapists
and speech therapists—evaluate each patient and
develop an individualized plan of care to address
specific needs. Additionally, medical needs are
managed by an internal medicine physician.
In addition to meeting your health care needs, fun
and enjoyable activities are provided daily.
Because donors like you support the hospital
foundation, HSHS St. Clare Memorial Hospital is able
to provide an option for rehabilitation close to home.
Your generous support has provided patients – and
their families – a warm, healing environment where
they can receive compassionate care. It has also
brought additional comfort – and joy – to family
members visiting their loved ones in the hospital.
Thank you for your kind support!

Candidates for Almost Home Program:
• have recently had joint replacement surgery and need daily therapy
• had a stroke and could improve their level of capability function with continued daily therapy
• are recovering from a heart attack or acute episode of congestive heart failure
• have an illness or disease and need strengthening or nutritional therapy
• are recovering from major surgery or an accident
• have wounds that are not healing and need special care
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HSHS Colleagues Overwhelmed with Gratitude
You gave them hope
We recently shared with you, our Colleague Emergency Assistance Fund that was established by the
Hospital Sisters of St. Francis Foundation to support our furloughed colleagues. The fund provides
emergency financial assistance for HSHS colleagues who face unusual and severe financial strain
during the pandemic.
As one grateful recipient reported, “working at HSHS is more than just a job, it’s a family.”
“My family and I just wanted to say “thank you” from
the bottom of our hearts for the gift cards that were
received yesterday. It put a smile on all our faces to
know that we were able to get groceries and gas for
the week and not have the financial burden.”
“While we know this is a difficult time for everyone,
and there are families in much more stressful situations
than we are, the little extra we were able to get from
this wonderful organization was amazing.”
“Thank you again. And, thank you for reminding us
that working at HSHS is more than just a “job” it’s
a family.”
As of June 1, more than 1,100 grocery cards and 800 gas cards have been distributed to Wisconsin colleagues.

A Prayer in Solidarity with Victims of Violence
As a result of what is taking place in our country, we invite you to take a moment
and pray for peace. Together:
We Pray…
Amid despair, we stand in love and in justice
for those who could not stand for themselves.
As we pause to remember those who have lost their lives to violence, victims
of every manner of abuse, we are remembering those who were promised
a land of milk and honey, but who died along the way—never having seen
the Promised Land.
As we pause to remember the communities who are left to mourn, may
our mourning join with theirs; and may you comfort us, Oh God.
In ways only You know, facilitate in us a spirit of love, mercy, healing
and justice so that one day we might live in a land not consumed
by violence and hatred; that one day we might live in love and
neighborliness and that peace might begin with us.
In your mercy, Oh God, hear our prayer.
Amen.

