Charity Ball, continued from page 5

Miracles happen...

Funds raised at the 2018 Charity Ball will support mental health services and education in our area. This year featured a special
“Fund a Need” auction in support of on-site school mental health counseling. The community response was amazing, and this
special auction alone raised over $30,000 which will go toward funding the estimated 60 students in Chippewa Falls schools who
are facing mental health challenges, but whose families are unable to afford counseling.

Because of YOU!

You can learn more about on-site behavioral health counseling by reading the article on page 4.
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• Mason Outlet Store
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Radiologist Line: 715-717-4151
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Jim and Jan Docksey

HAWAIIAN LUAU
48th Annual

CHARITY BALL
Saturday, May 18, 2019

Call now to
reserve your
tickets:
715-717-7439
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YES! I want to help provide compassionate, comprehensive care to my neighbors, friends, and loved ones!

q Here is my gift of $ ____________________
To be used q Where most needed
q Other_____________________________
Name _____________________________________________________
Address___________________________________________________
City___________________________ State_______ Zip ____________
Daytime Phone _____________________________________________
Email_____________________________________________________
I no longer wish to receive:
q Solicitations

q Any future mailings

				(quarterly newsletter, event invitations)

q My CHECK is enclosed.
(Payable to HSHS St. Joseph’s Foundation)

q Please charge my CREDIT CARD
q Visa
q MasterCard
q Discover q AmEx
Card #___________________________
Exp _____________________
3 Digit Code ______________

Thank You!

SJNLOCT17
STNLJUL18

Teresa Anderson
Elizabeth & Richard Anderson
Wade & Crystal Asher
Cynthia Baker
Dean & Lynn Boos
Catherine Bormann
Angie Bromeisl
Phyllis Burrows
John & Nancy Carmel
Pat Cichosz & Dustin Tollefsrud
Drs. Greg & Kelley Ensing
John Froelich
Melissa Grill
Sue Haas
Karen Hepfler
Iris Johnson
Keith & Donna Jones
Michele Koch
Donavan Kuehn
Beth Leahy
Amy Mayer
Dr. William & Deborah McDougall
Richard & Suzanne Mousel
Ronald Powers
Karla & Paul Roach
Timothy & Rachel Scobie
Troy Taylor
Jim & Anne Walker

A Family Mission

Oberweis Family Shares
Combined 110 Years of
Dedication to Hospital
Sisters and HSHS
St. Joseph’s Hospital
For brother, sister and mother, the
Hospital Sisters of St. Francis left a
lasting impression.
“The sisters had a way of drawing people
to their mission,” said Joe Oberweis, who
began at the old St. Joseph’s Hospital on
Pearl Street in 1957. Beginning in food
service management, he was in charge
of centralizing and running material
services by 1973. “And I was in that until
I retired,” Joe said, which was in 2008—
capping off over a half century of service.
Joe’s sister, Rita Oberweis, started in 1966
as a nurse’s aide while she studied social
work at college. After graduating, her
supervisor, Sister John-Baptist, allowed
her to take a three-month sabbatical to
work in England. When Rita returned,
the hospital was creating a new social
services position. “They came to me and
said, ‘Would you be interested?’ That was
an—of course—‘Yes.’”
Social Services was combined with
Pastoral Care and became Special Patient
Services, where Rita oversaw discharge
planning. She eventually became the
director of case management and social
services until she retired.

Joe Oberweis and Rita Oberweis

More than 30 sisters worked at the hospital
at that time—their faith and dedication a
physical representation of the mission. In
addition to their hospital duties, they ran
a food pantry out of the convent garage
and regularly delivered cooked meals and
clothing to those in need.
The sisters were as resolute as they were
compassionate. Joe shared a story about
when he was still in food service and
working with Sister Digna: “We were at the
tray line and she says, ‘Your mother’s a
pretty good cook, huh? You tell her to come,
I need a cook.’” Joe and Rita’s mom hadn’t
been interested at the time, but Sister Digna
told Joe to have his mom see her.
That very next week, Mrs. Oberweis was
cooking in the kitchen—for the next 17
years.
continued on page 2

A Harvest of

“She had a way of saying
things where your only
response was, ‘Yes, Sister.’”

Love

– Rita Oberweis

St. Joseph’s Hospital’s Community Gardens supplied over 2,500
pounds of fresh produce last year to area food pantries.

from page 1

In 1965, Sister Frances Elizabeth arrived at St.
Joseph’s, and she would have a lasting impact on the
hospital, the community and on Joe and Rita’s lives.
Joe described Sister Frances as “pretty feisty.” Rita
agreed, saying. “She had a way of saying things where
your only response was, ‘Yes, Sister.’”
In her 40 years at St. Joseph’s, she was hospital
administrator for four years, was instrumental in
advancing the chemical dependency program at
St. Joseph’s, and established the fund development
program where she led the fundraising drive to build
the L.E. Phillips-Libertas Treatment Center. Perhaps her
biggest accomplishment was driving the $10 million
capital campaign for the new hospital.
Joe recalled Sister Frances’s fundraising efforts. “She
came to me one day and said, ‘Joseph, I cannot get
these business people to a meeting… You know, I’ve
heard that the way to a man’s heart is through his
stomach. I want you to cater lunches downtown twice
a week. We’ll invite the business people and see if they
come.’”
Joe did just that, using the hospital’s small downtown
campaign office that was set up for the capital
campaign at that time. The business leaders came.
“And ‘No’ was not an acceptable answer,” Joe said.

Joe and Sr. Frances, Roaring in the 20’s,
33rd Annual Charity Ball, May 15, 2004

Joe and Rita have strong memories of moving to the new
hospital in 1975. Joe was in charge of transferring the entire
hospital inventory. “That just about killed me,” He said.
During that period, he worked from six in the morning until
midnight.
Rita explained that the hospital took special care to ensure
that few patients would need to be moved during the
relocation. “The physicians knew ahead of time, so if there
were elective (procedures), they would schedule after.”
“It went pretty well, all things considered,” Joe said about the
move, which was done solely by colleagues and the Sisters. “I
did lose a hundred-dozen wash cloths, and unto this day I’ve
never figured out where they went.”
Sister Frances was called back to the Motherhouse in
Springfield, Illinois, during the 70s to serve as provincial
superior of the Hospital Sisters. She was also president for
the Franciscan Administrative Services Board of Directors, the
organization that led to the development of Hospital Sisters
Health System (HSHS). She always returned to St. Joseph’s to
resume her service.
Sister Frances had a special interest in the local Secular
Franciscan Fraternity, which first started at St. Joseph’s in the
late 50s. She became their spiritual assistant. She continually
encouraged Joe to be a part of the organization, but at the
time, his workload didn’t allow it. When Joe retired, Sister
Frances wasted no time phoning him. “‘You were part of the
Franciscan Family for 50 years,’ she told me. ‘Now let’s make
it official.’” Today, Joe leads the fraternity.
continued on page 3

Fourteen percent of Chippewa County residents are
considered food insecure. That figure is based on the 2010
Chippewa County census.
Area food pantries are certainly a Godsend to many families
in need, but their shelves are usually only stocked with
canned and pre-packaged food. However, HSHS St. Joseph’s
Hospital Community Garden supplied over 2,500 pounds of
fresh produce last year to area food pantries.
“That’s the thing that makes all the effort that we put into
this so worthwhile, when you show up with that fresh
produce,” said Roger Elliott, a coordinator of the St. Joseph’s
Hospital Community Garden.

This marks the sixth year that St. Joseph’s has offered plots to
feed those in need. For a small fee, individuals and families who
can’t afford fresh produce can grow their own at the hospital’s
community garden.
Others rent plots and donate their harvest to local food pantries
through St. Joseph’s Hospital. The gardens feature an in-ground
irrigation system, and volunteers fertilize and deliver food to
pantries. “We service food pantries in Chippewa Falls, Bloomer,
and occasionally Stanley and Cadott,” Roger said.
To learn more, call Roger Elliot at 715-563-2069 or email him at
rwelae@charter.net.

2018 Charity Ball

Generous Community Dons Kilts and Tartan Dress in Support of
Mental Health Counseling
More than 200 overwhelmingly tartan-clad guests attended the Partners
of HSHS St. Joseph’s Hospital Charity Ball on Saturday, May 19 at Avalon
Hotel and Conference Center. The theme this year was the British Isles, and
the magical evening of food, drink, music and fun was flush with guests in
elaborate costumes to support a truly important cause—mental health services
and education.
The Charity Ball was a magnificent evening and among the most successful in
St. Joseph’s history. The stunning decorations transported those in attendance
across the Atlantic to the lush isles of the historical United Kingdom, where
Gaelic cuisine was enjoyed to the energetic stomping of Irish dancing.
This was the 47th year for this premier event to bring our community of
supporters together to advance St. Joseph’s mission. Throughout its history,
the Charity Ball has raised hundreds of thousands of dollars for past projects
like Birth Center renovations and Chippewa County’s only trauma Level III
Emergency Department.
continued on back page
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